NS

The 2010 World
Champlanship
Dog Weight Pull
Wrﬂpﬂtlﬂun was
i hield in downtown
i Anchorage during
the Fur Rendez-
wioils Festival,
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Man’s best
friend puts
muscles in
motion to find
the strongest
competitor

By Sarah Alban
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hen most people
think of Alaska and
dog competition,
mushing comes to
mind. But another sport
is gaining popularity:
weight pulling,

Each competitor wears a special
hamess, distinguishable fram the
mushing type by the nads that disperse
WeIght and prevent injuries as dogs pull
dozens to thousands of pounds 14 faet
bz a finsh ling

Weight-pull competitions wwally are
nedel during winter, Training begins in the
off-season with dogs 35 YOLUNE &5 3 yiear
@ they get usad 1o wearing hamesses
and then start pulling loads of ing reasing
WEIgNL Cwniers and dogs neay strong
relationshins because, during competi : .
tions, each dog must be motivated 1a s : S
Pull 2 load on its own, Cwniers can't touch
their dogs o coax them with treats, bt
they are allowed to provide voca
ENCOuragernent, »

if & dog fails to complete — =

4 pudl within are minute,

the handler is allowed o
herve the animal finish the -
pudl fior training puepases il
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weight-pull Each dog has one minute —‘
him Lo . Iflrlﬂlﬁ't ﬁm -~

MM e i of -
uleralight, IIEHﬂqlm pounds across a finish line. |
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The sled is I:I'.Dii:thﬂl;'ﬂ.a[ the start fine [LEFT]. Just prior te stacting the pull, the sled helpers will “break” the sled runners to keep
tham from sticking to the snow and ice. When the sied is motionless, the handler is allowed to begin coaxing the dag for the pull
Each dog wears a hamess attached to 3 sled. Walght s added to the sled [BIGHT] before Every raund
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Handlers can wie werbal commands and
hand sigrals [ABOVE] but they cannat touch
thair dogs—ar use treats to entice them—
during & pull, Deg hamdiers are allowed to
PasE—0r "sil oul™—at any weight level, often
o cove the dog's strength foe Reavier pulls
later in the comgpetition

Thae dog with the most poinls—nbasad
onweight pulied & a percentage of its
o weight—wins

Weight pulling has roots in the
Eordike Gold Rush of the 1630 when
rriners and other warkers used muscular
dogs, sich a5 malamates and haskies 1o
haul equipinent and prowesione, Bosed
WOTHETS Spent winters Des LIng ar S
much their 00 il pull

Some Alaskans still pass wingers In
pretty much the same way, o

Sarah Abban iz former edional mitern at
Aladka magaringe,
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